THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
This Edward who had died left, indeed, a childi' 1?dgar,
known as Edgar the Atheling, but he was so young m^atr
year (1057) that no one considered him.
Godwin himself had long been dead (since 1053), and
Harold, much the wealthiest and most powerful of the magnates,
ruling all the South of England (Wessex), hoped to make
himself King. It is possible that Edward, who seems to have
made that other conditional promise to William, gave some
conditional promise to Harold, his brother-in-law. By that
time Harold and William of Falaise were the obvious two
rivals for the throne of England—neither of them heirs by
blood, but one (William) connected with the royal line by his
great-aunt Emma's marriage, and the other by his sister Edith's
marriage. It must be remembered that such of the English
people as cared about government (most of them were serfs
and indifferent) had been so used to foreign conquest and
dynasties that they were prepared for anything in this year 1065.
Then it was that everything was changed by an event of
capital importance.
Harold's Oath. Harold, sailing to Normandy (in order to
convey Edward's promise of the succession to William, according
to some; according to others, cruising about the sea with no
object, which is unlikely), was caught in a westerly storm and
wrecked at the mouth of the Maye, in the estuary of the Somme.
The local lord, who had right of wreckage, held him for ransom.
William, Duke of Normandy, paid his captor and brought
Harold as a friend, and almost as an equal, with great pomp
and ceremony to his court. There he associated with the
Duke of Normandy and his mighty men, fought side by side
with them in an expedition into Brittany, and took an oath
\hat he would help the Duke to the English throne. He also did
homage for his lands to William as the heir-apparent of England,
accepted great presents, and sailed home again. A few months
later, at die end of 1065, on Christmas Eve, St Edward was
taken ill. He had just time to consecrate his new great church,
the Abbey of Westminster, when he died, on the Eve of
Epiphany, January 5, 1066.
Harold's Usurpation. Harold was determined to seize
the throne, in spite of his oath; but it was not easy to do so.
The Church was against him; his swearing of allegiance to
William was the most solemn act which, in that epoch, could

